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Professional Preparation:

Univ. Delaware Plant Science BS (Summa Cum Laude) 1982;
Cornell Plant Breeding/ Genetics MS, 1985/ PhD. 1988
Cornell Plant Molecular Genetics Postdoctoral, 1988-9

Appointments 1 July 2002: Distinguished Research Professor, Univ. GA.
1 Jan 1999: Professor, Univ. GA (Depts Crop & Soil Sci; Botany; Genetics).
1991-8. Asst., Assoc., & Full Professor, Dept Soil & Crop Sci., Texas A&M.
1989: Adjunct Assistant Prof. of Plant Molecular Biology, Univ. Delaware.
1989-1991: Principal investigator, Agric. Biotechnology, E.I. DuPont
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Selected seminars, presentations
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The sorghum genome sequence. Sorghum/Agricultural Proteomics and Genomics Conference,
Cape Town, South Africa. 3-5 March 2008.

Sorghum as a biofuels crops: challenges and opportunities. US Department of Energy Joint
Genome Institute Bioenergy workshop, Walnut Creek CA, January 2007.

Ancient polyploidy in angiosperm genomes. Ceres, Inc. January 2007; International
Conference on Plant Molecular Breeding, Hainan China, March 2007; Texas A&M
University, March 2007; Cornell University, May 2007; Universidade do Algarve, FARO
Portugal, July 2007; Univ FL, April, 2006.

Peanut genomics. INDO-US Forum on Application of Genomics Tools to Chickpea, Pigeon Pea
and Peanut Improvement. 7 March 2006, Patancheru India.

Selected honors, awards:
2007-8: Guggenheim Foundation Fellow, Plant Sciences.
2006: Leader, DOE Joint Genome Institute ‘Community Sequencing Program’ project to

sequence the 736 Mb sorghum genome (est. cost $8 million; publication in preparation).

2006: DOE Joint Genome Institute Community Sequencing Program User Committee.
2006-9: Chair, (Worldwide) Sorghum Genomics Executive Committee
2005: D. W. Brooks Award for Excellence in Research, Univ. Georgia.
2004-date: Peanut Genomics Steering Committee: Leader, Genome Structural Analysis.
2002-date: Co-Director, Genes for Georgia initiative (http://plantgenome.agtec.uga.edu/g4g/)
2001-2: ESCOP/ACOP Leadership Program (NASULGC).

Interests: My lab studies intrinsic genetic properties that make plants different from other
organisms and from one another. In particular, selected plants have become crops because of
unique attributes that also make them valuable as botanical models. Crop genetics thus offers the
opportunity to increase basic scientific knowledge and apply it to contemporary needs. Our
priorities are to explore basic principles of genetics and evolution in the genomes of model
organisms, and to accelerate assembly of the genomic frameworks that will permit such
principles to be applied to the study and improvement of major crops.
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