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Education 
Doctor of Philosophy, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, 1982.  Major: Forest 
Genetics and Tree Improvement. 
Master of Science, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, 1978.  Major:  Forest 
Biology.   
Bachelor of Science, College of William and Mary, 1976.  Major: Biology. 
 
Appointments 
July, 1997 – present.  Professor, School of Forestry and Natural Resources, University of 
Georgia 
May, 2000 – December, 2002. Graduate Coordinator, School of Forest Resources, University of 
Georgia 
July, 1992 – June, 1997. Associate Professor, School of Forest Resources, University of Georgia 
July, 1987 - June, 1992. Assistant Professor, School of Forest Resources, University of Georgia 
January, 1987 - July, 1987. Temporary Assistant Professor, School of Forest Resources, 
University of Georgia 
April, 1984 - January, 1987. Postdoctoral Associate, School of Forest Resources, University of 
Georgia 
January, 1983 - April, 1984. Postdoctoral Associate, Department of Forest Science, Oregon State 
University 
September, 1976 - August, 1982. Research Associate and Research Assistant, Forestry 
Department, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
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Selected Honors, Awards and Recognitions 
Society of American Foresters Barrington Moore Memorial Award, 2007 
USDA Group Honor Award for Excellence (NE-140 Project on Chestnut and Chestnut Blight), 
1997 
 
Research Interests 
Dr. Merkle joined the University of Georgia Faculty in 1987 and is currently a Professor in the 
Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources.  His lab has developed embryogenic 
regeneration systems for over a dozen forest tree species and hybrids, including American 
chestnut, yellow-poplar, black locust, sweetgum, magnolia and longleaf pine.  Dr. Merkle has 
employed these cultures in research involving mass clonal propagation, biomass energy, genetic 
engineering, artificial seeds and cryopreservation.  While at UGA, he has collaborated with Dr. 
Richard Meagher of the UGA Genetics Department to engineer forest trees with heavy metal 
resistance genes for use in phytoremediation. 
 
 
 


