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Education and Training

3/93 Ph.D. University of Georgia, Athens, GA 30602 Agronomy / Plant breeding.

12/89 M.S. University of Georgia, Athens, GA 30602. Agronomy / Plant breeding.

5/86 B.S. Penn State Univ., State College, PA 16802 Agronomy (honors and high
distinction).

Professional Experience

2008-present Director, Institute of Plant Breeding, Genetics, and Genomics, Univ. of Georgia.
2006-present Professor, Crop and Soil Sciences Department, Univ. of Georgia.

1994-2006  Assistant, associate, full professor, Agronomy Department, lowa State Univ.
1993-1994  Postdoctoral research assistant, Agronomy Department, lowa State Univ.
1989-1993  Research assistant, Agronomy Department, Univ. of Georgia.

1986-1989  Research assistant, Agronomy Department, Univ. of Georgia.

1985-1986  Independent Study, Agronomy Department, Pennsylvania State Univ.

Additional Professional Experience

Fellow, Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science, Hokkaido University, Hokkaido, Japan,
24 June—30 July 2007.

Visiting professor, Department of Primary Industries, Bundoora, Victoria, Australia. 8 Oct.—31
Dec. 2007.

Visiting professor, AgResearch, Palmerston North, New Zealand. 1 Jan.—29 March 2008.

Syneraqistic Activities

U.S. Legume Crops Genomics Initiative Vice-Chair, Steering Comm.(elected rep. for forage
legumes)

Crop Science Society of America, Associate Editor, Crop Science, 2001-

BioEnergy Research—Editorial board, 2007-

Alfalfa Crop Germplasm Committee, Member, 1998-; Secretary, 2001-2; Chair, 2002-

Regional Hatch Project NE-1010: Forage Crop Genetics and Breeding to Improve Yield and

Quality

Research Focus

Developing germplasm and cultivars of alfalfa, white clover, tall fescue, and switchgrass for
forage and biofuel uses. Developing and testing novel plant breeding methodology. Applying
genetic and genomic technologies to improve yield, composition, and grazing, drought, and
aluminum tolerances.

Awards, Honors, and Recognition

Young Crop Scientist Award, Crop Science Society of America, 2002

Raymond and Mary Baker Agronomic Excellence Award, lowa State University, 2002

Gerald O. Mott Scholarship, 1992, National award for outstanding graduate student in agronomy
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